


To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I’m sympathetic to the goal of increasing the opportunities for camping, but the bill allowing so-
called “Low-impact camping areas” (AB-518) is problematic. 
 
Fire hazard— As detailed in the Rural Bonny Doon report on LICAs (https://rbda.us/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf), recreation is the single 
largest cause of wildfires in California (Scientific American, 12/1/23). Campgrounds should be 
prohibited on properties mapped by Cal Fire as “high fire hazard” or “very high fire hazard” and in 
neighborhoods where private insurance companies are denying insurance coverage. Campgrounds 
should be required to have the same water storage for fire-fighting as local residences. Fire safety 
should be the top priority for where LICAs are permitted. 
 
Generators—The ordinance must all prohibit generators use. Generators are a nuisance to 
neighbors, a fire hazard, and are counter to the objective of a natural camping experience. They 
should be prohibited on all LICAs. 
 
Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from neighboring residences that 
neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat indoors. Sound travels much farther in country 
settings than it does in town. The bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. Think of 
this in terms of in-town residences. A 200- foot setback would mean a campground could be within 
three to four houses from a residence.  Setbacks should be a minimum 1000 ft from residences.  
Quiet times should be longer, perhaps 9:00 to 7:00 or dark until 7:00 and the bill must specify who 
is responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement. 
 
Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme sanitation and building code 
violations that are common on LICAs. Although LICAs are not yet legal, many are already advertised 
on Hipcamp. The RBDA report (https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-
Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant facilities advertised in 
Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from 
tents. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down 
immediately. 
  
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species identified as 
candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature 
Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. 
Campgrounds should be prohibited in these areas.  
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could be 
removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in residential 
neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural lands outside of 
hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas? 
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Kille 

 
Bonny Doon 
 









content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling
of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Denise Divine Lapides, E-RYT 500, Certified Yoga Therapist, Board Certified Ayurvedic Practitioner
Creator and Director, Divine Light Yoga Teacher Trainings 

https://www.divinelightyoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/denise.lapides
Inst/DeniseDivine

“Be the Light and  Light the Way"





many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA report (https://rbda.us/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a
sampling
of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling
propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground.
AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down
immediately.

Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands
that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in
these areas.

Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances
could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on
Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.

Sincerely,

Pam Koch





 
Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from
neighboring residences that neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat
indoors. The bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. If generators
are allowed, the setback should be a minimum 1000 ft from residences. If
generators are prohibited, the setback should be 500 ft. AB-518 requires that quiet
hours be enforced from 10:00PM to 6:00AM. The bill must specify who is
responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement.
 
Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme sanitation
and building code violations that are common on LICAs. Although LICAs are not
yet legal, many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA report
(https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-
impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa
Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding
from tents, showers draining onto the ground. AB-518 must specify how
campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected
species identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or
federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have
mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be
prohibited in these areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances
could be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas
in residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on
Agricultural lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside ofresidential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,

 

Sent from my iPhone





disregard of wildlife protection and the impact on neighbors it presents, this bill is
irresponsible and an unnecessary monetary burden. There are many other important
issues that need to be addressed during this time and this is not one of them. 

To summarize:

Fire hazard— recreation is the single largest cause of wildfires in California
(Scientific American, 12/1/23). Campgrounds should be prohibited on properties
mapped by Cal Fire as “high fire hazard” or “very high fire hazard” and in
neighborhoods where private insurance companies are denying insurance coverage.
Campgrounds should be required to have the same water storage for fire-fighting as
local residences. Fire safety should take priority over maximizing the number
of campgrounds.

Generators—The ordinance must prohibit all generators use. Generators are a
nuisance to neighbors, a fire hazard, and are counter to the objective of a natural
camping experience. If they are prohibited on the 47 permitted commercial
cannabis cultivation sites in Santa Cruz County (except for emergency use),
they should be prohibited on all LICAs.

Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from neighboring
residences that neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat indoors. The
bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. The bill must specify
who is responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement.

Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme
sanitation and building code violations that are common on LICAs. Although
LICAs are not yet legal, many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA
report filed by the Rural Bonny Doon Association in Santa Cruz County, a popular
outdoor recreation area,  (https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-
report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant
facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane
heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the ground. AB-
518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected
species identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or
federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have
mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should
be prohibited in these areas. 

Please reject AB-518 and work on problems that actually need to be solved in



our state. This is a complete waste of my money as a taxpayer.

Sincerely,
Karla Hutton
Santa Cruz resident since 1973

Karla Hutton





of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.

Sincerely,
Charlotte
____________________________
Charlotte B. Milliner
Bonny Doon resident, Santa Cruz County
Mobile:  





of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,
Ruby Lipsenthal
Santa Cruz, CA




