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Mis s io n  o f Sa n t a  Cru z  P r id e

To provide a platform for 
visibility and celebration 

for the LGBTQ+ 
community.  



Ou r  Ge n e ra l Be lie f
Santa Cruz County has become a 

thriving county because of the 
contributions of many groups of people 

including LGBTQ+ people.  

LGBTQ+ people have thrived in Santa 
Cruz County because of the 

contributions of the broader ally 
community in the county.



Yo u  a r e  a ll p a r t  o f  P r id e  
a n d  t h e  50 t h  

An n iv e r s a ry  Ce le b ra t io n  ! 



A Lit t le  His t o ry
- 1969: Stonewall Riots in New York. LGBTQ+ people fought 

back against police harassment / city laws.
- 1970:  “Christopher Street Liberation Day” took place in 

New York and what was called “Christopher Street 
West” took place in Los Angeles.

- 1971: First year the term “Pride” was used. Parades in  
New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Chicago.
Since then, Pride is celebrated each year in cities across 
the world to commemorate the Stonewall Riots. 

- 1975:  Santa Cruz became the first smaller city to 
convene a Pride event in the nation - and the 4th in 
California after San Francisco, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. 



Sa n t a  Cru z  P r id e  His t o ry
- 1975 - San Lorenzo Park Festival. Lou Harrison Concert.  

Tug of war across the San Lorenzo River (Men vs. 
Women)

- 1977 - First SC Pride parade
- Continued every year since in San Lorenzo Park 

and/or downtown Santa Cruz
- 2020 - Virtual Pride during the pandemic
- 2022 - Partnership with MAH / Abbott Square / 

Downtown Association and others
- 2025 - 50th Anniversary



Sa n t a  Cru z  Co u n t y  Bo a rd  o f Su p e rv is o r s  Ad o p t  
Re s o lu t io n  No . 26 3  P ro c la im in g  J u n  16 -23 , 19 7 5  
a s  Ga y  P r id e  W e e k  - 19 7 5

“Six persons address the Board in support; 
One person speaks in opposition.” 

“Motion by Supervisor Smith, seconded by Supervisor 
Patton.”  3-1, with Chairman Forbus voting No.”

Note: Because of a resignation, there were 4 voting members.



Th e  Co u n t y  Bo a rd  Co n t in u e s  t o  Sh o w  Up  fo r  
LGBTQ + P e o p le  in  Sa n t a  Cru z  Co u n t y

- 1975 - Voted to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation for civil 
service employees

- 1983 - County Health Officer George Wolfe and the Board support the 
development of the Santa Cruz AIDS Project (SCAP) that becomes a model 
for service to people with AIDS

- 2024 - Resolution Passed:
Designated Santa Cruz County as a Santa Cruz County a sanctuary county 
for transgender, gender queer, non-binary, gender fluid, and intersex 
people

- 2025 - Resolution Passed:
Validated protections and support for LGBTQ+ people  Reaffirming the 
County’s Commitment to Protecting the Rights, Advancing Equity, and 
Ensuring the Wellbeing of LGBTQ+ Individuals and Women



A Fe w  St a t is t ic s
- Santa Cruz Pride Board - 7 People - All 

volunteers
- The Diversity Center is our fiscal agent
- Our Funding: Yearly Sponsorships, 

Parade Fees, Booth Fees 
- Parade Contingents: 

Between 50 and 100 
- Parade Watchers: 3,000 - 5,000
- Festival booths: 60 - 90



20 25  is
t h e  50 t h  An n iv e r s a ry

Rid in g  t h e  W a ve  o f 
P ro g re s s : 

No  Go in g  Ba c k  !



P r id e  W e e k  20 25
● Tuesday, May 27: Kick off - IllumiNight @ County 

Building
● Wednesday: Author Alison Bechdel with Bookshop 

Santa Cruz @ the Rio
● Thursday: A Queer Evening in May @ Kuumbwa
● Friday: Generations of Pride @ the MAH
● Saturday: Dyke/Trans March @ Town Clock
● Saturday: Queerlantis @ the Rio
● Sunday, June 1: Parade and Festival, 11am - 5pm 

@ Downtown Santa Cruz





Th a n k  Yo u

Thank you for your continued 
support of LGBTQ+ People in Santa 

Cruz County.

SantaCruzPride.org
Rob Darrow: 

Robdarrow@SantaCruzPride.org

http://santacruzpride.org
mailto:Robdarrow@SantaCruzPride.org
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