County of Santa Cruz Board of Supervisors

Agenda Item Submittal

From: Board of Supervisors - Fourth District

Subject: Adopt Resolution in Support of Conserving Federal Funding for
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

Meeting Date: June 10, 2025

Formal Title: Adopt resolution in support of conserving federal funding for the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), and take related actions

Recommended Actions
1. Adopt resolution in support of conserving federal funding for the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP); and
2. Direct the Clerk of the Board to send copies of this resolution to the President of
the United States and our federal legislative representatives.

Executive Summary

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program is a federally funded program
administered at the State level that provides critical energy cost assistance to low-
income households, especially seniors, people with disabilities, and families with young
children. This resolution affirms the County of Santa Cruz’s support for maintaining
LIHEAP funding and urges federal representatives to protect this essential safety net.

Discussion

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), established in 1981 and
administered by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, provides critical
support to low-income households struggling with energy costs. In California, LIHEAP is
administered by the Department of Community Services and Development (CSD)
through contracts with 40 community-based agencies across the state, including Central
Coast Energy Services, which serves residents in the County of Santa Cruz.



LIHEAP funding supports a range of essential services, including:

. Assistance with home heating and cooling bills;

. Emergency support to prevent utility shutoffs; and

. Weatherization and energy-efficiency improvements to reduce long-term
energy costs.

This program is especially vital in rural, agricultural, and coastal communities like Santa
Cruz County, where aging housing stock and fluctuating temperatures can significantly
increase utility burdens.

In 2024, approximately 19% of households in Santa Cruz County received LIHEAP
services delivered by Central Coast Energy Services. This included bill payment
assistance, emergency energy support, and home weatherization.

Key local impacts included:

. 1,121 total households assisted;

. 917 seniors served;

. 280 children under the age of five supported; and

. 819 individuals with disabilities receiving aid.

The continued availability of LIHEAP funding is essential to preventing utility shutoffs,
reducing the risk of heat-related illnesses, and advancing energy equity and climate
resilience for the county’s most vulnerable populations.

Financial Impact

The recommended actions do not have a financial impact.

Strategic Initiatives
Operational Plan - Comprehensive Health & Safety
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