
III. The Board of Supervisors has received the following items of correspondence
which require no official action by the Board at this time:

�





From: Board Of Supervisors
To: Jesseka Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Please pass a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 8:48:36 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Moran 
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:50 PM
To: Board Of Supervisors <boardofsupervisors@santacruzcountyca.gov>
Cc: contact@chasesantacruz.org
Subject: Please pass a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email.****

The City of Santa Cruz and other Sane cities have passed a Ban on Leaf Blowers. Let’s get this cone for the County
of Santa Cruz!!!

Sincerely,

Chris Moran

Ben Lomond, CA  95005









neuropsychological assessments confirming his vulnerabilities, Santa Cruz
County Social Services has not implemented appropriate interventions.

Key failures under Mr. Morris’ leadership include:

1.  

2.  

3. Negligent Mental Health Oversight
4.  

 
 
Despite clear evidence of Reactive Attachment Disorder, Santa Cruz
County Social Services
failed to conduct a thorough psychological assessment or ensure
trauma-informed care.
 
 
 
Alameda County social workers, who reviewed this case,
immediately recognized the signs
of Reactive Attachment Disorder and provided empathy, support,
and resources—despite this case not being in their jurisdiction. In
contrast, Santa Cruz County Social Services has remained indifferent
and unresponsive.
 

5.  
6.  
7. Failure to Provide Crisis Intervention
8.  

 
 
Roobens has been placed on two psychiatric holds (5150 and 5185)
due to escalating mental
health crises. Law enforcement has repeatedly had to intervene due
to his destructive behaviors, including setting fires and physically
damaging property.



 
 
 
Santa Cruz County Social Services has not provided any crisis
stabilization, despite
these repeated incidents.
 

9.  
10.  
11. Failure to Communicate and Coordinate Care
12.  

 
 
A San Rafael Police officer reported that Santa Cruz County Social
Services is unresponsive
during crises. When law enforcement is called to Roobens’ facility,
no authorized representative is available to communicate with them.
 
 
 
The officer stated that I am the only consistent point of contact
through 18 visits to
the facility, further proving the county’s complete lack of oversight.
 

13.  
14.  
15. Failure to Ensure Proper Medical Treatment
16.  

 
 
Dr. Namjas Enman, a physician overseeing my son’s psychiatric
care, discontinued his
psychotropic medications without in-person evaluation, consultation
with prescribing doctors, or a follow-up care plan.
 
 



 
This reckless decision has contributed to my son’s worsening
condition and increased
psychiatric hospitalizations.
 

17.  
18.  
19. Failure to Ensure Supervision and Safety
20.  

 
 
Roobens has repeatedly gone AWOL from his STRTP (Short-Term
Residential Therapeutic Program)
and has been involved in unlawful activities, including vehicle theft
and property damage.
 
 
 
Despite clear evidence of safety risks, Santa Cruz County Social
Services has taken no
steps to ensure proper supervision or placement in a more secure
environment.
 

21.  
22.  
23. Refusal to Engage in Family Reunification or Meaningful Support
24.  

 
 
Roobens has expressed conflicting statements about wanting to
return home, yet Santa
Cruz County Social Services has made no effort to assess his
competency or provide family therapy.
 
 
 



The agency’s refusal to engage in family-based support has only
further alienated Roobens

and exacerbated his behavioral challenges.

 

Request for Immediate Action

Due to the continued failure of Santa Cruz County Social Services under the
leadership of Randy Morris, I formally request:

1.  

2.  

3. A Full Investigation

4. into the negligence, lack of intervention, and systemic failures of Santa
Cruz County Social Services in handling this case.

5.  
6.  
7.  
8. Immediate Transfer of Roobens’ Case
9. to a county with trauma-informed professionals, such as Santa Clara or

Alameda County, where he has already received competent and
compassionate engagement.

10.  
11.  
12.  
13. Accountability for Randy Morris and his Department
14. for their failure to act in a way that ensures the safety and well-being of a

vulnerable foster youth.
15.  
16.  
17.  

18. A Court-Ordered Psychological Assessment

19. to formally determine Roobens’ cognitive capacity, mental health needs,
and appropriate placement.



20.  

Santa Cruz County Social Services has demonstrated gross incompetence in
managing this case, placing my son at further risk. Their continued negligence
should not be allowed to persist without consequence. I request urgent action
before further harm occurs.

Sincerely,
Melissa Schilling

 

photo Together in Education
 | She/Her, Melissa Schilling, M.S., AET

Cabrillo College | Climate Resilience

Education Therapist | Special Education

melissa@melissaschilling.com  |  What are you reading? I'm reading:

Tending the Wild by Kat Anderson

Land Acknowledgement:
"The land on which we gather is the unceded territory of the Awaswas-speaking Uypi Tribe.
Today there are no known survivors of the Awaswas Nation. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band,
comprised of the descendants of indigenous people taken to missions Santa Cruz and San
Juan Bautista during Spanish colonization of the Central Coast, is today working hard to
restore traditional stewardship practices on these lands to honor the Awaswas and heal
from historical trauma.”

Amah Mutsun (Aaa-Ma) (Moot-sun)
Uypi (You-P)
Awaswas (Aaa-Was-Was)

 



March 04, 2025 

Melissa Schilling​
​

​
 

Formal Complaint Against Santa Cruz County Social Services Director 
Randy Morris 

I am writing to formally complain about the conduct of Randy Morris, Director of 
Santa Cruz County Social Services, regarding his repeated failure to mediate, 
communicate, respond, intervene, or effect any meaningful change in a critical 
mental health case involving my family. From August 2024 through March 2025, 
as this case has escalated and ultimately imploded, Mr. Morris has never once 
reached out with compassion, support, or service—despite bi-monthly email 
correspondence, court filings, and letters to social services employees requesting 
assistance. 

Santa Cruz County Social Services has consistently failed to address the urgent and 
complex needs of my son, Roobens Pierre Schilling, a foster youth with a 
well-documented history of early childhood trauma, cognitive impairments, and 
severe mental health challenges. Despite extensive documentation, including 
neuropsychological assessments confirming his vulnerabilities​, Santa Cruz County 
Social Services has not implemented appropriate interventions. 

Key failures under Mr. Morris’ leadership include: 

1.​ Negligent Mental Health Oversight 
○​ Despite clear evidence of Reactive Attachment Disorder, Santa Cruz 

County Social Services failed to conduct a thorough psychological 
assessment or ensure trauma-informed care​. 

○​ Alameda County social workers, who reviewed this case, immediately 
recognized the signs of Reactive Attachment Disorder and provided 
empathy, support, and resources—despite this case not being in their 



jurisdiction. In contrast, Santa Cruz County Social Services has 
remained indifferent and unresponsive. 

2.​ Failure to Provide Crisis Intervention 
○​ Roobens has been placed on two psychiatric holds (5150 and 5185) 

due to escalating mental health crises​. Law enforcement has 
repeatedly had to intervene due to his destructive behaviors, including 
setting fires and physically damaging property. 

○​ Santa Cruz County Social Services has not provided any crisis 
stabilization, despite these repeated incidents. 

3.​ Failure to Communicate and Coordinate Care 
○​ A San Rafael Police officer reported that Santa Cruz County Social 

Services is unresponsive during crises. When law enforcement is 
called to Roobens’ facility, no authorized representative is available to 
communicate with them​. 

○​ The officer stated that I am the only consistent point of contact 
through 18 visits to the facility, further proving the county’s complete 
lack of oversight. 

4.​ Failure to Ensure Proper Medical Treatment 
○​ Dr. Namjas Enman, a physician overseeing my son’s psychiatric care, 

discontinued his psychotropic medications without in-person 
evaluation, consultation with prescribing doctors, or a follow-up care 
plan​. 

○​ This reckless decision has contributed to my son’s worsening 
condition and increased psychiatric hospitalizations. 

5.​ Failure to Ensure Supervision and Safety 
○​ Roobens has repeatedly gone AWOL from his STRTP (Short-Term 

Residential Therapeutic Program) and has been involved in unlawful 
activities, including vehicle theft and property damage​. 

○​ Despite clear evidence of safety risks, Santa Cruz County Social 
Services has taken no steps to ensure proper supervision or placement 
in a more secure environment. 

6.​ Refusal to Engage in Family Reunification or Meaningful Support 
○​ Roobens has expressed conflicting statements about wanting to return 

home, yet Santa Cruz County Social Services has made no effort to 
assess his competency or provide family therapy​. 



○​ The agency’s refusal to engage in family-based support has only 
further alienated Roobens and exacerbated his behavioral challenges. 

Request for Immediate Action 

Due to the continued failure of Santa Cruz County Social Services under the 
leadership of Randy Morris, I formally request: 

1.​ A Full Investigation into the negligence, lack of intervention, and systemic 
failures of Santa Cruz County Social Services in handling this case. 

2.​ Immediate Transfer of Roobens’ Case to a county with trauma-informed 
professionals, such as Santa Clara or Alameda County, where he has already 
received competent and compassionate engagement. 

3.​ Accountability for Randy Morris and his Department for their failure to 
act in a way that ensures the safety and well-being of a vulnerable foster 
youth. 

4.​ A Court-Ordered Psychological Assessment to formally determine 
Roobens’ cognitive capacity, mental health needs, and appropriate 
placement. 

Santa Cruz County Social Services has demonstrated gross incompetence in 
managing this case, placing my son at further risk. Their continued negligence 
should not be allowed to persist without consequence. I request urgent action 
before further harm occurs. 

Sincerely,​
Melissa Schilling 

 

Sincerely,​
Melissa Schilling​

 

 

 



 





relationships with Aryan brothers.

Really simple: 1) Richard Negherbon is a felon, 2) Richard Negherbon has committed at least 9
more felons and the Sheriff will not file a report. 3) There is already an order ordering Richard
Negherbon to "VACATE the  property NOW"  That seems
like pretty low laying fruit. Comparison study would be great for CARESJ seems like what I
have been observing is you us your labor to talk about issues and don't resolve anything. You
know for a fact that if Richard Negherbon was Brianna Taylor, EMT/Nursing student he would
have already been shot dead 15 years ago. Instead, the Sheriff contacted me: "I don't have to
protect you." well can I have my $7,500.00 in property taxes back? "Do you have a deed"
Really you now know property law? The assisted Richard Negherbon in stealing my water tank
10 years ago for an illegal grow- another felony. There is a newspaper article that reads the
property is part of a 3,000 illegal cannabis plants- what are you doing? I have film that I could
give Sheriffs- drug sales- they don't want it. I had to call the FBI 4 months ago and say: "Watch
this, my driver and I drove past a meth lab, the fumes were so strong she got a headache, and
the Sheriffs are not going to do anything." The Sheriff called and yelled at me- I said go use your
nose at your friend's house, Mike Mathis,  Then 1-12-2025 my
telephone was stolen off my front porch and pinged at . I called the
Sheriff and said tell your friend, Mike Mathis, to return my cellphone. Then an hour later it
pinged in front of my water tank that Richard Negherbon contaminates. 

The Sheriffs, DAs, City Counsel, and planning need help contact Dr. Lott to teach them that
Richard Negherbon has committed to 5 new felonies since his first 3- but he is a White
Supremacist that has spray painted SS on our power poles and White supremacy signs on my
property that as a German/Jew/Irish/Catholic I find offensive.

This is easy start fighting the white supremacist in the Sheriff's Office. The leaked list of Oath
Keepers also has government officials on the list as well.

SEE: FELONY #1

On 11/1/1999 Richard Eugene Negherbon aka/alias JESSE FLOYD BAZARNICK

Was arrested at  for possession of cocaine near junction park in Boulder
Creek, California where children are present. He plead guilty to a felony. HS11350(A)/ Case
Number: .

On 11-8-2005 Case # Richard Negherbon was arrested and booked on 2 felonies:

 Noted as FELONY #2 AND FELONY #3

 1) Felony #2   (A)(1) PC-F short barrel shotgun or known as a” Billy club” count 1 by the



DA-felony,

2) Felony #3 1 (A)(1) PC-F loaded firearm on person in vehicle, count 2 filed by DA-felony,

3) (A) VC-M-A suspended license

Defendant plead guilty to the 2nd count of a felony in exchange for a misdemeanor for the
1st and 3rd count. HE WAS NOT ELIGIBLE for a 17 (b) Section 1170 Wobbler not only
because of his first felony of possession of cocaine but because he violated his probation
twice with 2 DUIS in 2006 and 2008. Fire arm restriction for convicted felons or persons with
narcotic addiction and persons with 2 or more convictions for certain misdemeanor offenses.
Should trigger Red Flag law protection NOW.

Section 1203.4 was not available as law until 2018. Certificate of rehabilitation and pardon
Does not expunge or pardon or seal your record. Does not rid Felony #2 after the plea deal
was plead to one count of felony and the second felony and suspended license will be a
misdemeanor. It does not read plead guilty to a felony and everything goes
away.                                   

    FACTS

Date    Charge                        Case Number              Offense            Detained in jail

11/1/99 Felony                  Possession of cocaine        

11/15/05 Infraction           No valid license

11/4/05 Misdemeanor            Suspended or Revoked license

6/8/04 Dealing with three Counts in this arrest case# :

Count#2 Felony PC12031(A)(1)        Loaded gun in vehicle         90 days + 2 years Probation.
And ordered to return unregistered gun to a Mr. Baker. The plea was a misdemeanor for counts
1 and 3 in exchange for a plea of guilty of felon to count 2.

This count remains the Felony that he plead guilty to- he is not supposed to have
guns. Please order safety under Red Flag Law.

Count#1 Felony PC12020(A)(1)              Short barrel shot gun

 Ordered to destroy gun, and strike “not on person” IF He plead guilty to count 2 -felony, for the
deal that counts 1 & 3 (suspended license) both count as a Misdemeanor.

10/23/06 Misdemeanor (A)(W)/1PR Driving Under the influence



11/4/2004 Misdemeanor            Wet and Reckless

6/18/09 Misdemeanor (A)W/1PR Driving with Suspended license

                                                                                                                        30 days in jail

            7/22/14 No contest    Probation                                            65 days in jail

            8/7/09   Misdemeanor  VC14601.2 Conversion after           10 days in jail

How do you spend 195 days in jail and don’t remember being there? Ordered not to be
around places with alcohol and he receives 2 DUIs during probation. Told not to have fires
except in appropriate Stove/Fireplace. Too many dogs without a kennel license. Judge Volkman
ordered no guns while on probation;

I can go on with more cases no.: 

 
 





3) (A) VC-M-A suspended license

Defendant plead guilty to the 2nd count of a felony in exchange for a

misdemeanor for the 1st and 3rd count. HE WAS NOT ELIGIBLE for a 17 (b)

Section 1170 Wobbler not only because of his first felony of possession of

cocaine but because he violated his probation twice with 2 DUIS in 2006 and

2008. Firearm restriction for convicted felons or persons with narcotic addiction

and persons with 2 or more convictions for certain misdemeanor offenses.

Should trigger Red Flag law protection NOW.

Section 1203.4 was not available as law until 2018. Certificate of rehabilitation

and pardon Does not expunge or pardon or seal your record. Does not rid Felony

#2 after the plea deal was plead to one count of felony and the second felony

and suspended license will be a misdemeanor. It does not read plead guilty to a

felony and everything goes away.

Defendant Richard Negherbon was in court and plead guilty to these felonies.

 How does defendant not remember being arrested, booked, in jail,

arraigned, on probation, violating probation twice with 2 DUIs, having to pay fines,

plea deals, orders from the judge?

What is this cross complaint about? It demonstrates someone that has

not rehabilitated and refuses to be accountable for his violence and crimes. I

don’t “have a campaign against him” he is doing a good job of that himself see

below:

Further, on his booking documents he states he has been unemployed

since 1999 and to this date has asked for a fee waiver. How is he driving a new

jeep, owns a truck, a golf cart, motorcycles and does not have employment?



Number 10. Page 4-line 9, Defendant writes: “The statements were false

and accused Cross-Complaint of crimes and other derogatory actions.” See

documented truth below:

                                    

    FACTS

Date    Charge                        Case Number              Offense           Detained in jail

11/1/99 Felony                           Possession of cocaine       

11/15/05 Infraction V           No valid license

11/4/05 Misdemeanor            Suspended or Revoked license

6/8/04 Dealing with three Counts in this arrest case# F :

Count#2 Felony (A)(1)        Loaded gun in vehicle         90 days + 2 years'

Probation. And ordered to return unregistered gun to a Mr. Baker. The plea was a

misdemeanor for counts 1 and 3 in exchange for a plea of guilty of felon to count

2.

This count remains the Felony that he plead guilty to- he is not supposed to

have guns. Please order safety under Red Flag Law.

Count#1 Felony (A)(1)              Short barrel shot gun

 Ordered to destroy gun, and strike “not on person” IF He plead guilty to count 2 -

felony, for the deal that counts 1 & 3 (suspended license) both count as a

Misdemeanor.

10/23/06 Misdemeanor (A)(W)/1PR Driving Under the influence

11/4/2004 Misdemeanor            Wet and Reckless

6/18/09 Misdemeanor (A)W/1PR Driving with Suspended

license



                                                                                                                        30 days in jail

            7/22/14 No contest   Probation                                             65 days in jail

            8/7/09   Misdemeanor  Conversion after           10 days in jail

How do you spend 195 days in jail and don’t remember being there? Ordered not to

be around places with alcohol and he receives 2 DUIs during probation. Told not to have

fires except in appropriate Stove/Fireplace. Too many dogs without a kennel license.

Judge Volkman ordered no guns while on probation; Red Flag Law would say none

NOW.

I can go on with more cases no.: S , D , 4SM  4WM ,

4SM , 4SM , TRO , SCT . These should vet reason for not

possessing a gun as well.

Along with a Sheriff call log from ALL neighbors and the Sheriff’s refuse to do anything,

alter the reports they do file and I believe are under investigation at this time.

a. On June 6, 2020 Richard Negherbon handed William Hausknecht a gun to hold on

me, Michael Peck and Doug Briggs. Should have been Felony #4 for supplying the

gun that was brandished on me and my friends. The Sheriff’s refused to file

report, did not interview other victims for 3.8 years.

Richard Negherbon fired at least 30 rounds toward George, my neighbor Patty

Toner’s guest, as Richard Negherbon was stealing wood. Should have been

Felony #5.

Richard Negherbon drove his motorcycle and pointed a gun toward a Buddhist

Monk asking him: “What are you doing here” Monk answered: “I live here and that

is my wood you are stealing.” Should have been Felony #6. Sheriffs refused to file

report even when they went to the Sheriff’s station.



11/4/2024 He brandished a gun on Buddhist property manager's visitor, on

3/22/2024 I was down by the creek and working on my water tank when Richard

Negherbon started firing his gun off too close to my house and the creek. My

neighbor Bob Lewis called it in and said it was: “Suppressive fire to intimidate

me” Incident #24 - reported by neighbor Bob Lewis. This only

encouraged Richard Negherbon to blast his radio on my driveway on 3/23/2024

and speed on my driveway because he knows the Sheriffs will do nothing and the

naissance, threats, intimidation continues to this date.

b. I am informed and believe that Richard Negherbon has sold methamphetamine

to neighbor’s grandchildren. I am was told personally by Tammy Elkins herself

that:

 “She and Richard Negherbon used to be into cutting wood, but he started

cooking methamphetamine. That she is now addicted has lost her child for

allowing child to suffer.”

 My friend, Michael Peck, and I were coming North on Kings Creek and we

saw Richard Negherbon what is commonly known as the drug sales place and we

stopped and I asked: “Hey Richard, what do you have for sale?” He said:

“Anything you want.” I have numerous videos of Richard Negherbon and his

girlfriend, Tammy Elkins, (rap sheet 3 times longer than Richard’s) at the location

that is know for drug sales.

c. Fish and Game along with Nathan Salazar deemed it necessary to request for a

warrant to search the property and they found and there are pictures of an illegal

grow. I believe it continues to this date and I request for a current search of the

red tagged condemned home located at:



 Logan Creek Road APN#  and  to investigate all of the

above allegations that the defendant has stated is untrue. See Amended

Complaint with Permanent Injunction Case # ordering Richard

Negherbon  to: vacate premises now and Jeanne C.H. Whipple to tear the

property down now. It cannot be grandfathered in and there is over $129,000.00

lien against property for being in contempt of the order.

I have a right to discovery, and I believe that right is for a current investigation

for Methamphetamine, Illegal Cannabis grow and unpermitted structures with

illegal wiring on APN# and . As I am now accused in a

Cross Complaint of Richard Negherbon that does not remember spending a total

of 195 days in jail. Not only did Fish and Game request for investigation but so did

Marcus Mendez from the Planning Department find:

1. Neglected property (multiple unregistered vehicles, trash)

2. Outhouse in close proximity to Logan Creek,

3. Unpermitted structures.

d. Stole my dog. I will be presenting evidence at the hearing from the Veterinarian.

e. On all 3 of Richard Negherbon’s booking he is documented he has a tattoo. I have

a recent conversation on my cell phone that will be introduced as evidence where

his defacto brother-in-law stated: “The Nazi’s were there before you.”, referring to

Richard and Mark Negherbon that claims to have been in a biker gang. “I have

information that: “the White Supremacist in Boulder Creek are going to come to

our woods for a burning.” * See one of the many arrests where he was burning

outside of a pit.

The three other felonies that the Santa Cruz Sheriff’s department have

refused to file a report on have only stood to encourage Richard Negherbon’s



continued behavior as documented by ALL of the cases mentioned above. He

behaves without a hint of rehabilitation. But instead to outwardly blame and

continue ongoing with his court documented criminal behavior. This should

trigger the court to order under the red flag law NOW to search for and order for

the removal of his guns.

 











REQUEST FOR CONSENT DECREE OF AN INVESTIGATION INTO 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT DELIBERATE 
DISREGARD TO ENFORCE JUDGE’S ORDERS ON CONVICTED 

FELON 
 

The community members named below are the true owners of properties located on Logan Creek 

Road in Boulder Creek, Santa Cruz County, California. We have been severely impacted from 

the long-standing, discriminatory behavioral patterns of abuse from the Santa Cruz County 

Sheriff’s department. We request an investigation into the deliberate and continued misconduct, 

dangerous lack of standards and failure to protect the true property owners from a known violent 

convicted felon, Richard Eugene Negherbon, D.O.B.: .  

The Sheriff’s misconduct permits abuse to continue while protecting Richard Negherbon known 

to neighbors as the: “Skinhead Nazi” that flies the confederate flag on his drug house. 

18U.S.C.§ 242 Police Brutality. I have a C.D. of Officer Medina recorded laughing as a 

semitruck is being used as a weapon against me. 

In place already is a permanent injunction order stating for Richard and Mark Negherbon are to: 

“Vacate the premises now” from  Logan Creek Road in Boulder Creek, California. 

(Fictitiously numbered 900). Address is stolen from Patricia Toner’s  Logan Creek Road 

Boulder Creek, California 95006. I have emailed Santa Cruz Sheriff Jim Hart and 8 of the other 

Sheriff’s that provide impunity to Richard Negherbon a personal copy of the order. 

Yet the threat to life, health and ongoing continued Nuisance generated by Richard Negherbon, a 

twice convicted felon along with a 30 paged rap sheet is permitted.   



 SEE: Superior Court of California County of Santa Cruz Case Numbers: M  and F .  

Ordering Richard Eugene Negherbon DOB  NOT to possess or be around any fire 

arms. Patti Toner’s guest reported 30 rounds fired at him by Richard Negherbon. Richard 

Negherbon brandished a gun at Buddhists Monk, Siddih Porn, as Richard was stealing the 

Monk’s timber, and Richard Negherbon stole timber from my property as well. Richard 

Negherbon gave William Hausknecht a gun to brandish on me and my 2 friends, Michael Peck 

and Doug Briggs the Sheriff’s never interviewed them for 3.8 years. Richard Negherbon 

continues to fire his gun as recently as last night, February 23, 2024 and after several complaints 

from the neighbors the Sheriff department continues to do nothing. Mark Negherbon, Richard’s 

father, fired a gun at my landscaper, David Stevenson. On another occasion Mark Negherbon 

dropped his pants down in front of me deliberately. Richard Negherbon keeps us awake with his 

drug runs at all time of the day and night. His dog barking. Denies us of our riparian rights- 

ignoring the order by Honorable Timothy Volkman to: “Return the TRUE Logan Creek Road to 

its original state and “VACATE THE PROPERTY NOW”. Richard Negherbon instead put a 

lock and chain on our road. Richard Negherbon had stolen my 8-year-old dog that could not and 

would not run away with having suffered hip dysplasia and I heard him being lifted up in a car 

yelping in pain as they stole him. He had macheted Kenny Lewis’ dog, Poppy’s leg requiring 

stitches, he kicked Bob Lewis’ dog, Rosebud, so hard that she was bleeding from her perinium 

requiring another trip to veterinarian’s office. Bob Lewis’ dog, Boogey, was found dead in his 

Bob Lewis’ drinking water, my daughter’s dog, Sophia, was shot at on the side of my house 

when my electrical panel was being vandalized. Sophia on another time came home with a 

muddied boot print on her side. At a brazen time, Richard Negherbon came down MY driveway, 

onto MY yard with MY dog Shiloh and stated: “We are going to have trouble with this”. You are 



going to have trouble with My dog on MY driveway as you make your drug runs on MY 

driveway? You are court ordered to vacate the red tagged property NOW! His girlfriend, Tammy 

Elkins, grabbed me by the neck and threatened to drag me in her house and shot me. Richard 

Negherbon threatened to sic his dog on me and was going to spit on me as I was walking on my 

road. 

SEE: Superior Court of California County of Santa Cruz Case Number: 19CV - ordering 

him to “Vacate Now!” 

He is a fire hazard in this wooded area with an illegal methamphetamine lab, illegal cannabis 

grows, illegal wiring, illegal propane tank. Health risk to our soil, water and air for current health 

hazards to future illnesses from his sewage/outhouse in the creek SEE: Superior Court of 

California County of Santa Cruz Case Number: 18CV .  

In 2006 in front of my home he was resisting arrest the same date in an article he was referenced 

to have had Swastikas in his unregistered vehicle, along with unregistered weapons while driving 

under the influence. SEE: Superior Court of California County of Santa Cruz Case Numbers: S9-

, M , M , M , M , VC (A), (B), VC M, VC (B), 

PC (A), VC (A). A violent convicted felon that still has guns, uses guns and continues 

with criminal behavior. The Sheriffs falsify reports, don’t file reports, state: “handled at the 

scene” even though there was no investigation. We are dealing with someone with 2 felony 

convictions, living in a red tagged condemned home with orders to vacate the premises now, do 

not posses any firearms. Essentially a skinhead nazi with out any real estate rights dictating via 

the assistance of the Santa Cruz Sheriff’s department to threaten, harm legal property owner’s 

peace and enjoyment of their homes. This substandard bizarre bias practiced by the Santa Cruz 

County Sheriff’s department needs to be investigated. There exists a lack of an effective 





 















 
2) Traffic and lack of access between sides of our town -something like this disturbed
traffic patterns for a whole day and made thousands of people and kids late to work and
school. Personally I could not get my kids to their school while people  were waiting for me at
my business to open the door. I had to take my kids to work for an hour and then go back to
deliver them when traffic was back down.
 
3) Alternatives are not great - Casserly is not well lit, has a couple of places that are unsafe
when traffic suddenly comes to a standstill--- 1) at Wheelock / towards Green Valley when
traffic holds up suddenly it can be almost a sudden stop due to lack of forward visibility on the
winding road and --- 2) at Mount Madonna road/Casserly store there is a three way switch
where a person turning left onto Mt Madonna from Casserly has to nearly stop with traffic
behind them that cannot see up ahead, to turn left there you also have to look way to the right
to see just in time if a caris coming towards MM road from casserly on the east/ 152 side (I live
this dream every day driving my son to Mount Madonna)
 
Please prioritize the raised road that Paulsen should be, to protect driving access, and the
wetlands.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Respectfully,
 
Linda Aron / Phoenix Artemisia
Homeowner on Paulsen Road, parent of school-aged children and business owner on East
Lake Avenue
 
--
 
Watsonville Yoga, Dance and Healing Arts





To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I’m sympathetic to the goal of increasing the opportunities for camping, but the bill allowing so-
called “Low-impact camping areas” (AB-518) is problematic. 
 
Fire hazard— As detailed in the Rural Bonny Doon report on LICAs (https://rbda.us/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf), recreation is the single 
largest cause of wildfires in California (Scientific American, 12/1/23). Campgrounds should be 
prohibited on properties mapped by Cal Fire as “high fire hazard” or “very high fire hazard” and in 
neighborhoods where private insurance companies are denying insurance coverage. Campgrounds 
should be required to have the same water storage for fire-fighting as local residences. Fire safety 
should be the top priority for where LICAs are permitted. 
 
Generators—The ordinance must all prohibit generators use. Generators are a nuisance to 
neighbors, a fire hazard, and are counter to the objective of a natural camping experience. They 
should be prohibited on all LICAs. 
 
Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from neighboring residences that 
neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat indoors. Sound travels much farther in country 
settings than it does in town. The bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. Think of 
this in terms of in-town residences. A 200- foot setback would mean a campground could be within 
three to four houses from a residence.  Setbacks should be a minimum 1000 ft from residences.  
Quiet times should be longer, perhaps 9:00 to 7:00 or dark until 7:00 and the bill must specify who 
is responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement. 
 
Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme sanitation and building code 
violations that are common on LICAs. Although LICAs are not yet legal, many are already advertised 
on Hipcamp. The RBDA report (https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-
Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant facilities advertised in 
Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from 
tents. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down 
immediately. 
  
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species identified as 
candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature 
Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. 
Campgrounds should be prohibited in these areas.  
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could be 
removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in residential 
neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural lands outside of 
hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas? 
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Kille 

 
Bonny Doon 
 









content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling
of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Denise Divine Lapides, E-RYT 500, Certified Yoga Therapist, Board Certified Ayurvedic Practitioner
Creator and Director, Divine Light Yoga Teacher Trainings 

https://www.divinelightyoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/denise.lapides
Inst/DeniseDivine

“Be the Light and  Light the Way"





many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA report (https://rbda.us/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a
sampling
of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling
propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground.
AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down
immediately.

Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands
that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in
these areas.

Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances
could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on
Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.

Sincerely,

Pam Koch





 
Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from
neighboring residences that neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat
indoors. The bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. If generators
are allowed, the setback should be a minimum 1000 ft from residences. If
generators are prohibited, the setback should be 500 ft. AB-518 requires that quiet
hours be enforced from 10:00PM to 6:00AM. The bill must specify who is
responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement.
 
Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme sanitation
and building code violations that are common on LICAs. Although LICAs are not
yet legal, many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA report
(https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-
impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa
Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding
from tents, showers draining onto the ground. AB-518 must specify how
campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected
species identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or
federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have
mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be
prohibited in these areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances
could be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas
in residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on
Agricultural lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside ofresidential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,

 

Sent from my iPhone





disregard of wildlife protection and the impact on neighbors it presents, this bill is
irresponsible and an unnecessary monetary burden. There are many other important
issues that need to be addressed during this time and this is not one of them. 

To summarize:

Fire hazard— recreation is the single largest cause of wildfires in California
(Scientific American, 12/1/23). Campgrounds should be prohibited on properties
mapped by Cal Fire as “high fire hazard” or “very high fire hazard” and in
neighborhoods where private insurance companies are denying insurance coverage.
Campgrounds should be required to have the same water storage for fire-fighting as
local residences. Fire safety should take priority over maximizing the number
of campgrounds.

Generators—The ordinance must prohibit all generators use. Generators are a
nuisance to neighbors, a fire hazard, and are counter to the objective of a natural
camping experience. If they are prohibited on the 47 permitted commercial
cannabis cultivation sites in Santa Cruz County (except for emergency use),
they should be prohibited on all LICAs.

Set-backs and noise—Campgrounds must be set back far enough from neighboring
residences that neighbors can enjoy quiet without having to retreat indoors. The
bill’s specified setback of 200 ft is unacceptably close. The bill must specify
who is responsible for enforcement and funding for enforcement.

Building codes and sanitation—AB-518 fails to recognize the extreme
sanitation and building code violations that are common on LICAs. Although
LICAs are not yet legal, many are already advertised on Hipcamp. The RBDA
report filed by the Rural Bonny Doon Association in Santa Cruz County, a popular
outdoor recreation area,  (https://rbda.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/RBDA-
report-on-Foreseeable-LICA-impacts.pdf) illustrates a sampling of non-compliant
facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets, dangling propane
heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the ground. AB-
518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected
species identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or
federal agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have
mapped lands that they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should
be prohibited in these areas. 

Please reject AB-518 and work on problems that actually need to be solved in



our state. This is a complete waste of my money as a taxpayer.

Sincerely,
Karla Hutton
Santa Cruz resident since 1973

Karla Hutton





of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on Agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.

Sincerely,
Charlotte
____________________________
Charlotte B. Milliner
Bonny Doon resident, Santa Cruz County
Mobile:  





of non-compliant facilities advertised in Santa Cruz County, including pit toilets,
dangling propane heaters, stovepipes protruding from tents, showers draining onto the
ground. AB-518 must specify how campgrounds with these unsafe facilities will be shut
down immediately.
 
Protection of wildlife—LICAs should be excluded from habitat for protected species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or species of special status by State or federal
agencies. Similarly, The Nature Conservancy and Sempervirens have mapped lands that
they consider priorities for conservation. Campgrounds should be prohibited in these
areas. 
 
Pilot program for farm stays—Many of the problems with the proposed ordinances could
be removed if LICAs were excluded from properties in high fire hazard areas in
residential neighborhoods. Why not start a pilot program for farm stays on agricultural
lands outside of hazardous fire areas and outside of residential areas?
 
Please reject AB-518 unless the deficiencies cited above are corrected.
 
Sincerely,
Ruby Lipsenthal
Santa Cruz, CA

















We can NOT trust the local governments at all.

Santa Cruz County: No elevated health risk from Moss Landing battery plant
fire.

https://youtu.be/XoNdTbecE5A?si=SnFUd_geOJG-aFU_



From: Board Of Supervisors
To: Jesseka Rodriguez
Subject: FW: SANTA CRUZ HEALTH EMERGENCY IGNORED
Date: Friday, February 28, 2025 6:13:05 PM

 
 
From: Alma Chacon  
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2025 9:56 AM
To: Keith McHenry <keith@foodnotbombs.net>
Cc: Board Of Supervisors <boardofsupervisors@santacruzcountyca.gov>; Andrew Strader
<Andrew.Strader@santacruzcountyca.gov>
Subject: RE: SANTA CRUZ HEALTH EMERGENCY IGNORED

 
Good morning Mr. McHenry,

 

Santa Cruz County continues to collaborate with Monterey County and state agencies to

monitor environmental conditions. If you are concerned about health effects related to the

Moss Landing fire please complete this regional survey:

English: www.mtyhd.org/MLFireSurvey

Help for completing this survey is available for those who cannot complete it online or need

language assistance: https://bit.ly/3XbU7U2

 

Regards,

 

Alma Chacon

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Keith McHenry  

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 8:56 AM

To: Lisa Hernandez <Lisa.Hernandez@santacruzcountyca.gov>

Cc: Board Of Supervisors <boardofsupervisors@santacruzcountyca.gov>; Andrew Strader

<Andrew.Strader@santacruzcountyca.gov>

Subject: SANTA CRUZ HEALTH EMERGENCY IGNORED

 

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click

links from unknown senders or unexpected email.****

 

I have really been suffering from the second Vistra Lithium-ion Battery Fire at Moss Landing. I

am exhaling a thick metal taste, my tongue burns just as bad or worse than after the first fire

and I have a weird almost headache like feeling. My eyes are burning even when I am inside.



Everyone in my family is suffering.

 

I hadn’t even recovered from the January 16th fire when our neighborhood was poisoned

again. This time it is much worse.

 

We are being poisoned and the county, state and federal governments are claiming we don't

need to worry, all is well.

 

This crisis is introducing tens of thousands of people living in Santa Cruz that our local

officials don’t really care about our health and safety. If I was a government official I would be

very worried about the damage that has been done to your credibility. We are ill and yet

officials keep saying every thing is fine.

 

 

Keith McHenry

 



From: Board Of Supervisors
To: Jesseka Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Vistra Fire in Moss Landing
Date: Monday, February 24, 2025 3:13:58 PM
Attachments: Glenn Church Update .docx

-----Original Message-----
From: Ringler 
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 9:37 AM
To: Board Of Supervisors <boardofsupervisors@santacruzcountyca.gov>
Subject: Vistra Fire in Moss Landing

****CAUTION:This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email.****

Dear Supervisors, Don’t forget south county. Since the Vistra Moss Landing thermal runaway has reignited a few
days ago and may reignite again, we need our government and health officials monitoring the situation like
Monterey County Supervisor Glenn Church is doing. He is a model of a responsible supervisor.

At this point it has been mostly a south county issue but you never know which way the wind blows. Sarah Ringler







claims that the New Leaf Lithium Batteries are safer can be show that this is not the case by
reviewing their safety proposal. They say that they can not have staff on site to watch the
facility in case there is a fire because the normal off gassing of the batteries could cause
cancer. Hundreds of people live near that proposed facility and there is no plans to move them.

There is a real possibility that a third fire could start and our officials are not even taking the
first two seriously. My family is still ill. My symptoms outlined below are getting worse and
now I have pains in my kidneys and I am still exhaling metal from my lungs.

Not only are thousands of us ill but we are also very worried about eating produce from our
area. We know that the Elkhorn Slew as an increase of 100 to 1,000 time the heavy metals yet
county officials and the local media claim all is safe. It is difficult to trust our leaders and the
media and that should be a huge concern to all of us. We just don't believe that the tests that
claim we should not be concerned are fixed in favor of the industry.  I was told that the public
health officer or her aide would be calling me. That was two weeks ago.

Please announce a coordinated response to this crisis and an ban the placement of lithium-ion
battery storage facilities in the county. A town hall meeting on this issue should be
announced by the board of supervisors as soon as possible.

Just image a lithium-ion battery fire at the proposed location behind the hospital.

Keith McHenry

Moss Landing Burns Again—More Fires Expected

https://youtu.be/w36wovazwmA?si=XK6greckfUL0Nxw

 

 
On 2/26/25 12:36 PM, Keith McHenry wrote:

Moss Landing Burns Again—More Fires Expected

https://youtu.be/w36wovazwmA?si=XK6greckfUL0Nxw

On 2/22/25 1:26 PM, Keith McHenry wrote:

If there is no elevated health risk why are so many of us ill, tasting
metal, have bloody noses, burning eyes, tongues and skin and
having breathing issues.

Our family lives 17 miles by car from Moss Landing and we are
really suffering from the second fire even more than from the
January 16th fire. I can feel metal when I exhale coming from my
lungs. My eyes burn and my tongue is on fire. The dry Vistra cough
fills my mouth with the taste of metal. I have a weird feeling almost



like a headache but not like a headache. Family members started
getting sores and burns on their faces and necks during the past
couple of days adding to the skin damage of the first fire.

We are worried about the long term effects of breathing in heavy
metals if it is already impacting us so much just days after the
worlds largest lithium-ion battery fire blew poison across our
community.

If dozens and dozens of people on Nextdoor.com, Facebook and
those attending community meetings are also reporting nose
bleeds, burned skin and eyes and a strong metal taste in their
mouth how can anyone believe this report that we shouldn’t be
alarmed.  

We can NOT trust the local governments at all.

Santa Cruz County: No elevated health risk from Moss Landing
battery plant fire.

https://youtu.be/XoNdTbecE5A?si=SnFUd_geOJG-aFU_





burning even when I am inside. Everyone in my family is suffering. 

I hadn’t even recovered from the January 16th fire when our neighborhood was
poisoned again. This time it is much worse. 

We are being poisoned and the county, state and federal governments are claiming
we don't need to worry, all is well. 

This crisis is introducing tens of thousands of people living in Santa Cruz that our
local officials don’t really care about our health and safety. If I was a government
official I would be very worried about the damage that has been done to your
credibility. We are ill and yet officials keep saying every thing is fine. 

Keith McHenry

This was the first communication on 2/28/25 9:56 AM (ten days after the second fire and over a
month from when I first started calling and emailing my health concerns to the health officer.

Hello Mr. McHenry,
 
I am reaching out on behalf of County Public Health Officer Dr. Lisa Hernandez and the team at Santa
Cruz County Public Health. Thanks for summarizing your concerns. It appears that there may have
been some miscommunication around our public health guidance. We want to assure you that our
goal is to be fully transparent, and we are working to characterize potential health risks to the
community. We released a Health Update with guidance for local healthcare providers last week,
which included the following recommendation:
 

"Patients presenting with symptoms possibly related to exposure to contaminated air, water,
and/or soil should be evaluated with a thorough history and physical. History should include all
pertinent details of symptoms onset and evolution. Ingesting, breathing, and/or having skin or
mucous membrane contact with heavy metal dusts and other particulate matter from smoke
may result in symptoms such as itchy rash, watery eyes, runny nose, metallic taste in mouth,
sore throat, and difficulty breathing, as well as exacerbation of underlying medical conditions
like asthma and COPD.
Testing for heavy metals like cobalt, copper, manganese, and lithium is generally not
clinically useful. These tests cannot predict whether a person will experience health
effects or determine if current health symptoms are related to exposures. However,
should a medical provider wish to order such testing, tests for nickel, cobalt, and
manganese levels must be ordered individually because they are not usually included in
commercial laboratories’ standard “heavy metals” panel. Providers can check individual
laboratories for more information."

 
You can find the full Health Update, publicly available here. The County Health Officer does not



oversee authorization of testing; this decision ultimately depends on the provider's judgment and
individual clinic policy. However, we will reach out to local healthcare clinics again to ensure that they
understand our recommendations and there is no miscommunication around authorization.
 
We are working to collect more information about the health effects of this fire through a community
survey. We encourage you to fill out this form and share with others. 
 
Lastly, in response to community concerns, the County of Santa Cruz conducted environmental
testing to assess the potential impacts to water, soil, and agricultural resources.  The results can be
found here.
 
 
Regards,
 
 
 
 

Alma Chacon

Administrative Aide

On behalf of

Lisa B. Hernandez, MD, MPH | Health Officer
Santa Cruz County, Health Services Agency (HSA)
(831) 454-4476
www.santacruzhealth.org 

 





battery technology that are actually safe and green.

Respectfully,

Sharon A Lucchesi

Aptos, CA 

 
 





neuropsychological assessments confirming his vulnerabilities, Santa Cruz
County Social Services has not implemented appropriate interventions.

Key failures under Mr. Morris’ leadership include:

1.  

2.  

3. Negligent Mental Health Oversight
4.  

 
 
Despite clear evidence of Reactive Attachment Disorder, Santa Cruz
County Social Services
failed to conduct a thorough psychological assessment or ensure
trauma-informed care.
 
 
 
Alameda County social workers, who reviewed this case,
immediately recognized the signs
of Reactive Attachment Disorder and provided empathy, support,
and resources—despite this case not being in their jurisdiction. In
contrast, Santa Cruz County Social Services has remained indifferent
and unresponsive.
 

5.  
6.  
7. Failure to Provide Crisis Intervention
8.  

 
 

has been placed on two psychiatric holds (5150 and 5185)
due to escalating mental
health crises. Law enforcement has repeatedly had to intervene due
to his destructive behaviors, including setting fires and physically
damaging property.



 
 
 
Santa Cruz County Social Services has not provided any crisis
stabilization, despite
these repeated incidents.
 

9.  
10.  
11. Failure to Communicate and Coordinate Care
12.  

 
 
A San Rafael Police officer reported that Santa Cruz County Social
Services is unresponsive
during crises. When law enforcement is called to ’ facility,
no authorized representative is available to communicate with them.
 
 
 
The officer stated that I am the only consistent point of contact
through 18 visits to
the facility, further proving the county’s complete lack of oversight.
 

13.  
14.  
15. Failure to Ensure Proper Medical Treatment
16.  

 
 
Dr. Namjas Enman, a physician overseeing my son’s psychiatric
care, discontinued his
psychotropic medications without in-person evaluation, consultation
with prescribing doctors, or a follow-up care plan.
 
 



 
This reckless decision has contributed to my son’s worsening
condition and increased
psychiatric hospitalizations.
 

17.  
18.  
19. Failure to Ensure Supervision and Safety
20.  

 
 

 has repeatedly gone AWOL from his STRTP (Short-Term
Residential Therapeutic Program)
and has been involved in unlawful activities, including vehicle theft
and property damage.
 
 
 
Despite clear evidence of safety risks, Santa Cruz County Social
Services has taken no
steps to ensure proper supervision or placement in a more secure
environment.
 

21.  
22.  
23. Refusal to Engage in Family Reunification or Meaningful Support
24.  

 
 

has expressed conflicting statements about wanting to
return home, yet Santa
Cruz County Social Services has made no effort to assess his
competency or provide family therapy.
 
 
 



The agency’s refusal to engage in family-based support has only
further alienated 

and exacerbated his behavioral challenges.

 

Request for Immediate Action

Due to the continued failure of Santa Cruz County Social Services under the
leadership of Randy Morris, I formally request:

1.  

2.  

3. A Full Investigation

4. into the negligence, lack of intervention, and systemic failures of Santa
Cruz County Social Services in handling this case.

5.  
6.  
7.  
8. Immediate Transfer of  Case
9. to a county with trauma-informed professionals, such as Santa Clara or

Alameda County, where he has already received competent and
compassionate engagement.

10.  
11.  
12.  
13. Accountability for Randy Morris and his Department
14. for their failure to act in a way that ensures the safety and well-being of a

vulnerable foster youth.
15.  
16.  
17.  

18. A Court-Ordered Psychological Assessment

19. to formally determine  cognitive capacity, mental health needs,
and appropriate placement.



20.  

Santa Cruz County Social Services has demonstrated gross incompetence in
managing this case, placing my son at further risk. Their continued negligence
should not be allowed to persist without consequence. I request urgent action
before further harm occurs.

Sincerely,
Melissa Schilling

 

photo Together in Education
 | She/Her, Melissa Schilling, M.S., AET

Cabrillo College | Climate Resilience

Education Therapist | Special Education

melissa@melissaschilling.com  |  What are you reading? I'm reading:

Tending the Wild by Kat Anderson

Land Acknowledgement:
"The land on which we gather is the unceded territory of the Awaswas-speaking Uypi Tribe.
Today there are no known survivors of the Awaswas Nation. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band,
comprised of the descendants of indigenous people taken to missions Santa Cruz and San
Juan Bautista during Spanish colonization of the Central Coast, is today working hard to
restore traditional stewardship practices on these lands to honor the Awaswas and heal
from historical trauma.”

Amah Mutsun (Aaa-Ma) (Moot-sun)
Uypi (You-P)
Awaswas (Aaa-Was-Was)

 



March 04, 2025 

Melissa Schilling​
​

​
 

Formal Complaint Against Santa Cruz County Social Services Director 
Randy Morris 

I am writing to formally complain about the conduct of Randy Morris, Director of 
Santa Cruz County Social Services, regarding his repeated failure to mediate, 
communicate, respond, intervene, or effect any meaningful change in a critical 
mental health case involving my family. From August 2024 through March 2025, 
as this case has escalated and ultimately imploded, Mr. Morris has never once 
reached out with compassion, support, or service—despite bi-monthly email 
correspondence, court filings, and letters to social services employees requesting 
assistance. 

Santa Cruz County Social Services has consistently failed to address the urgent and 
complex needs of my son,  a foster youth with a 
well-documented history of early childhood trauma, cognitive impairments, and 
severe mental health challenges. Despite extensive documentation, including 
neuropsychological assessments confirming his vulnerabilities​, Santa Cruz County 
Social Services has not implemented appropriate interventions. 

Key failures under Mr. Morris’ leadership include: 

1.​ Negligent Mental Health Oversight 
○​ Despite clear evidence of Reactive Attachment Disorder, Santa Cruz 

County Social Services failed to conduct a thorough psychological 
assessment or ensure trauma-informed care​. 

○​ Alameda County social workers, who reviewed this case, immediately 
recognized the signs of Reactive Attachment Disorder and provided 
empathy, support, and resources—despite this case not being in their 



jurisdiction. In contrast, Santa Cruz County Social Services has 
remained indifferent and unresponsive. 

2.​ Failure to Provide Crisis Intervention 
○​  has been placed on two psychiatric holds (5150 and 5185) 

due to escalating mental health crises​. Law enforcement has 
repeatedly had to intervene due to his destructive behaviors, including 
setting fires and physically damaging property. 

○​ Santa Cruz County Social Services has not provided any crisis 
stabilization, despite these repeated incidents. 

3.​ Failure to Communicate and Coordinate Care 
○​ A San Rafael Police officer reported that Santa Cruz County Social 

Services is unresponsive during crises. When law enforcement is 
called to  facility, no authorized representative is available to 
communicate with them​. 

○​ The officer stated that I am the only consistent point of contact 
through 18 visits to the facility, further proving the county’s complete 
lack of oversight. 

4.​ Failure to Ensure Proper Medical Treatment 
○​ Dr. Namjas Enman, a physician overseeing my son’s psychiatric care, 

discontinued his psychotropic medications without in-person 
evaluation, consultation with prescribing doctors, or a follow-up care 
plan​. 

○​ This reckless decision has contributed to my son’s worsening 
condition and increased psychiatric hospitalizations. 

5.​ Failure to Ensure Supervision and Safety 
○​ has repeatedly gone AWOL from his STRTP (Short-Term 

Residential Therapeutic Program) and has been involved in unlawful 
activities, including vehicle theft and property damage​. 

○​ Despite clear evidence of safety risks, Santa Cruz County Social 
Services has taken no steps to ensure proper supervision or placement 
in a more secure environment. 

6.​ Refusal to Engage in Family Reunification or Meaningful Support 
○​ has expressed conflicting statements about wanting to return 

home, yet Santa Cruz County Social Services has made no effort to 
assess his competency or provide family therapy​. 



○​ The agency’s refusal to engage in family-based support has only 
further alienated  and exacerbated his behavioral challenges. 

Request for Immediate Action 

Due to the continued failure of Santa Cruz County Social Services under the 
leadership of Randy Morris, I formally request: 

1.​ A Full Investigation into the negligence, lack of intervention, and systemic 
failures of Santa Cruz County Social Services in handling this case. 

2.​ Immediate Transfer of  Case to a county with trauma-informed 
professionals, such as Santa Clara or Alameda County, where he has already 
received competent and compassionate engagement. 

3.​ Accountability for Randy Morris and his Department for their failure to 
act in a way that ensures the safety and well-being of a vulnerable foster 
youth. 

4.​ A Court-Ordered Psychological Assessment to formally determine 
 cognitive capacity, mental health needs, and appropriate 

placement. 

Santa Cruz County Social Services has demonstrated gross incompetence in 
managing this case, placing my son at further risk. Their continued negligence 
should not be allowed to persist without consequence. I request urgent action 
before further harm occurs. 

Sincerely,​
Melissa Schilling 

 

Sincerely,​
Melissa Schilling​
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